96                     WOMEN AND SOCIAL, INJUSTICE
Men, to be men, must be able to trust their womenfolk
even as the latter are compelled to trust them. Let us
not live with one limb completely or partially paralysed.
Rama would be nowhere without Sita free and indepen-
dent even as he was himself. But for robust independence
Draupadi is perhaps a better example. Sita was gentleness
incarnate. She was a delicate flower. Draupadi was a giant
oak. She bent mighty Bhima himself to her imperious will.
Bhima was terrible to everyone, but he was a lamb before
Draupadi. She stood in no need of protection from any
one of the Pandavas. By seeking today to interfere with
the free growth of the womanhood of India we are inter-
fering with the growth of free and independent-spirited
men. What we are doing to our women and what we are
doing to the ' untouchables * recoils upon our heads with
a force thousand times multiplied. It partly accounts for
our own weakness, indecision, narrowness and helpless-
ness. Let us then tear down the purdah with one mighty
effort.
Young India, 3-2-'27
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THE PURDAH
I am of opinion that the purdah in India is a recent
institution and was adopted during the period of Hindu
decline. In the age when proud Draupadi and spotless Sita
lived, there could be no purdah. Gargi could not have
held her discourses from behind the purdah. Nor is the
purdah universal in India. It is unknown in the Deccan,
Gujarat atid the Punjab. It is unknown among the pea-
santry, and one does not hear of any untoward conse-
quences of the comparative freedom which women in these
provinces and among the peasantry enjoy. Nor will it be
just to say that the women or men in the other parts of
the world are less moral because of the absence of the
purdah system. The correspondent seeks to defend every-
thing that is ancient. Whilst I hold that the ancients gave